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was shocking.' 'Why, then, Sir, (he replied,) YOU have never
seen Brentford.'
Though his usual phrase for conversation was talk, yet he
made a distinction; for when he once told me that he dined
the day before at a friend's house, with *a very pretty com-
pany;5 and I asked him if there was good conversation, he
answered, 'No, Sir; we had talk enough, hut no conversation;
there was nothing discussed?
Talking of the success of the Scotch in London, he im-
puted it in a considerable degree to their spirit of nationality.
You know, Sir, (said he,) that no Scotchman publishes a
book, or has a play brought upon the stage, but there are five
hundred people ready to applaud him.'
Mr [John] Hoole told him, he was born in Moorfields, and
had received part of his early instruction in Grub-street,
'Sir, (said Johnson, smiling,) you have been regularly edu-
cated.' Having asked who was his instructor, and Mr Hoole
having answered, 'My uncle, Sir, who was a taylor ;5 Johnson,
recollecting himself, said, 'Sir, I knew him; we called him the
metaphysical taylor. He was of a club in Old-street, with me
and George Psalmanazar, and some others: but pray, Sir,
was he a good taylor?' Mr Hoole having answered that he
believed he was too mathematical, and used to draw squares
and triangles on his shop-board, so that he did not excel in
the cut of a coat; - *I am sorry for it (said Johnson,) for I
would have every man to be master of his own business.*
He said to Sir William Scott, The age is running mad
after innovation; all the business of the world is to be done
in a new way; men are to be hanged in a new way; Tyburn
itself is not safe from the fury of innovation.* It having been
argued that this was an improvement, - 'No, Sir, (said he,
eagerly,) it is not an improvement: they object that the old
method drew together a number of spectators. Sir, executions
are intended to draw spectators. If they do not draw spec-
tators they don't answer their purpose. The old method was
most satisfactory to all parties; the publick was gratified by a
procession; the criminal was supported by it. Why is all this
to be swept away?' I perfectly agree with Dr Johnson upon
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